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STATEMENT 
from the Premier . 
February 12, 1976 
State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 




SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT POLICY ON 5HACK5, 
Long term leases are to be given to shack owners who occupy land 
^^controlled by the South Australian Department of Lands. 
Announcing details of the new leasing arrangements the Premier, Mr. 
Dunstan, said the new fixed term lease would remove any grounds for the 
baseless fear campaign being stirred up among shack owners. 
"Shack owners will be given a ten year lease, with an annual rental of 
$50. The rent will be reviewed after five years", the Premier said. 
Mr. Dunstan said a Cabinet sub committee comprising the Deputy Premier 
(Mr. Corcoran), the Minister for Planning (Mr. Hudson), the Minister of 
Transport (Mr. Virgo), the Minister of Lands (Mr. Casey) and the 
^ ^ M i n i s t e r for the. Environment (Mr. Simmons), had carefully considered the 
question of shack leases. 
^ ^ " T h e Government realises that waterfront shacks, both at beach locations 
and on the river, provide important leisure facilities for thousands of 
families", the Premier said. 
"The Government does not want to take away these enjoyable facilities; 
in fact, our policies are designed to provide increased leisure facilities 
for families and individuals". 
But Mr. Dunstan said there was often a conflict between shack sites on 
the one hand and the environment, planning and rights of public access 
on the other; 
The new Cabinet guidelines would provide a very reasonable method of 
resolving that problem, he said. 
Mr. Dunstan gave an assurance that if a shack area was considered by the 
Government to be unsuitable, for reasons of the environment, planning or 
public access, shack owners would be given at least five years' notice. 
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Mr. Dunstan said that if the Government needed land for provision of 
normal Government services such as schools, roads or bridges, normal 
acquisition procedures would apply. 
The Cabinet decision provides that, in general, shacks will be allowed 
to remain unless the buildings fail to meet local government health or 
building regulations, where applicable, or are poorly maintained, in 
which case the lease may be terminated under the provisions of the lease. 
In areas which the planning authorities consider "non-acceptable" for 
shack development, no new shacks will be built nor any existing ones 
replaced, reconstructed or extended, except where extensions have been 
ordered for health reasons. Solid constructions will not be permitted. 
Mr. Dunstan said shack developments in "acceptable" areas would be 
permitted subject to local government building requirements and the 
fact that, again, solid construction would not be permitted. 
"The Minister for Lands, Mr. Casey, is arranging meetings with shack 
owners' representatives to fully explain the details of the Government's 
policy", Mr. Dunstan said. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT POLICY ON SHACKS. 
Long term leases are to be given to shack owners who occupy land 
^ ^ c o n t r o l l e d by the South Australian Department of Lands. 
Announcing details of the new leasing arrangements the Premier, Mr. 
Dunstan, said the new fixed term lease would remove any grounds for the 
baseless fear campaign being stirred up among shack owners. 
"Shack owners will be given a ten year lease, with an annual rental of 
$50. The rent will be reviewed after five years", the Premier said. 
Mr. Dunstan said a Cabinet sub committee comprising the Deputy Premier 
(Mr. Corcoran), the Minister for Planning (Mr. Hudson), the Minister of 
Transport (Mr. Virgo), the Minister of Lands (Mr. Casey) and the 
^ M i n i s t e r for the Environment (Mr. Simmons), had carefully considered the 
question of shack leases. 
^ ^ " T h e Government realises that waterfront shacks, both at beach locations 
and on the river, provide important leisure facilities for thousands of 
families", the Premier said. 
"The Government does not want to take away these enjoyable facilities; 
in fact, our policies are designed to provide increased leisure facilities 
for families and individuals". 
But Mr. Dunstan said there was often a conflict between shack sites on 
the one hand and the environment, planning and rights of public access 
on the other. 
The new Cabinet guidelines would provide a very reasonable method of 
resolving that problem, he said. 
Mr. Dunstan gave an assurance that if a shack area was considered by the 
Government to be unsuitable, for reasons of the environment, planning or 
public access, shack owners would be given at least five years 1 notice. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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Mr. Dunstan said that if the Government needed land for provision of 
normal Government services such as schools, roads or bridges, normal 
acquisition procedures would apply. 
The Cabinet decision provides that, in general, shacks will be allowed 
to remain unless the buildings fail to meet local government health or 
building regulations, where applicable, or are poorly maintained, in 
which case the lease may be terminated under the provisions of the lease. 
In areas which the planning authorities consider "non-acceptable" for 
shack development, no new shacks will be built nor any existing ones 
replaced, reconstructed or extended, except where extensions have been 
ordered for health reasons. Solid constructions will not be permitted. 
Mr. Dunstan said shack developments in "acceptable" areas would be 
permitted subject to local government building requirements and the 
fact that, again, solid construction would not be permitted. 
"The Minister for Lands, Mr. Casey, is arranging meetings with shack 
owners' representatives to fully explain the details of the Government's 
policy", Mr. Dunstan said. 
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